2011-12 Second Comenius Project Meeting 
Minutes – (see Bulgarian Agenda)
5th – 7th  March 2012 - Eleven countries’ representatives met in Slevin, Bulgaria.

Present: Belgium, Poland, Romania, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Scotland, Gran Canaria -  Spain, Turkey, England, and Bulgaria
All representatives and colleagues present were presented with attendance certificate

All representatives presented either or both videos, PowerPoint, art works and project plans including values and key competences.

Monday 5th March 2012 – Traditional welcome by school to all representatives, short tour and song
Presentations 

Apologies for lack of minutes to first three countries, was only asked to take minutes after 1st break 
Gran Canaria

· Gratitude through autumn, displays – Thankful Tree, message expressing gratitude

· Plans displayed websites referred to

· Thank you video

· Apple Mac not projecting correctly presentation postponed until technical problem solved
Bulgaria

· At Christmas/ November and December time worked on Generosity In Bulgaria traditional to give presents but not cards

· Developed eye contact to show respect

· They worked on posters and making cards to say thank you

· Efforts involved with Red Cross- charity sale

· Generosity is not only money, parents friends & teachers involved in all activities

· Sharing Box – take in a favourite toy, book to learn to share

· European Club in school to learn other customs in manners

· 4th March Bulgarian custom to express forgiveness

· Mother’s day Thursday 8th March in Bulgaria
· Older children produced a Sea of Gratitude- collage saying thank you in different languages on painted fish
· Secondary school produced mind your manners poems

· Looked at safety on the Internet and Face Book etiquette

· Learned manners in 4 other languages

· Good Manners Chain – messages 

· Produced Art project Rainbow Angela commented how similar it was to the Gran Canaria design – shared common interest!
Belgium

· 3 schools project
· Shake Hands with a Rainbow

· Gratitude – 6th December celebration in Belgium- Grandparents invited in to share learning

· Children made gifts, grandparents shared stories

· Visited War Memorials to say thank you to soldiers and visited cemetery
· Sinter Klaus visited school children received gifts

· Generosity –“Building Bridges” for friendship in style of Keith Haring

· Comenius song is uploaded to YouTube

· Good Manners – Drama to practise social skills

· Children have nominated person who they can speak to about, drugs and alcohol related problems within their families

· National move against bullying following George Robinson recommendations to form policy;  made dance and video for anti-bullying campaign

· Made a collage of Arlecchio used puppets and drama/role play made video on Good/Bad Manners exemplified
COFFEE BREAK
Ireland

· Girls Secondary school, children speak Gaelic
· Apologies for two videos which became corrupted and unable to view

· Photographic slide show was shown demonstrating and modelling  Good Manners 

· Grateful – book rental scheme organised for school and community

· Generosity at Christmas – as it is a religious school (church owned, state run)

· On  St Vincent D’ Paul  day – put together food  hampers and donated to the poor families
· Charity fund raising through non-uniform day, created Thankful Flowers and made gifts of these to people they appreciate

· Presented video of Rainbow Song accompanied by Irish traditional tin whistle

Poland

· Organised a Comenius logo competition
· 25th November they celebrate World Teddy Bear Day, drew and made posters saying thank you for their toys

· 4th December St Barbara’s Day, Patron Saint of Miners, celebrated in the N.Poland town of Borborka

· Miners were invited and children expressed their gratitude for their toil, made garlands and hats

· 6th December is Santa’s Day, children learn to be generous, made gratitude trees
· 14th December Charity drive to raise money through a cake bake
· Year 6 read A Christmas Carol, illustrated book and learnt about generosity

· 14th February celebrated St Valentine’s Day gave cards to loved ones

· Supported Animal Shelter Charity raiding money for stray animals
· Ran Good Manners lesson in English and competition,  promoted the most well- mannered children, published on website 
· Student learnt goo table manners at breakfast time
· School corridors used to display and promote Good Manners and behaviour, pupils encouraged to learn phrases, through rewards and Good Manners points
· Children made video of the Comenius song and using different languages of the world to greet each other

· Turkey

· Competition for Comenius logo , Head Teacher chose the winner  - a rainbow of children holding hands around the European flag
· AROF acronym – A Rainbow of Friendship

· Istanbul is the most populated city in Turkey school has 2,500 pupils

· 5th Grade students taught English and learnt the Comenius song

· Have Comenius lesson once  a week

· Their work was displayed on boards to rest of school and parents

· Formed a relationship with the old Mayor and visited him once a week

· School bus was donated to them for their generosity and used it to further visit older generation in their community – made breakfast for them

· Meeting for parents to explain AROF

· Competition in English to say thanks to Gallipoli soldiers, visit their graves each May

· Competition for best design to express gratitude

· 10th November met and celebrated politicians and prime minister
· Grateful thoughts illustrated

· Ambitions for future jobs and what to be thankful for

· Students helped poorer students, have counsellor organised by parents for children

· Received a formal letter of thanks for their regular charitable work in school from the disabled and blind community

· Class teachers encourage to give regular gifts, rewards and presents to students

· Generosity – nature is generous –providing  things to eat, nurturing, feeding birds

· “I sent my brother to help Somalis” Szegin play about helping

· 24th November is Teacher’s Day, special day for parents say thank you

· Good Manners – looked a values of being a good mannered person too, includes helping in street, nature, soldiers, old, babies, everything!

· Year 2 performed a play helping the elderly and respecting elders

MEETING WITH DEPUTY MAYOR Mr Ivan Slavov & MAYOR – other visitors visited museum

MEETING WITH GOVERNOR OF SLEVIN, Mr Marin Kavrakov – Representatives only

LUNCH
SCHOOL CELEBRATION – Thanks to Mum
Tuesday 6th March 2012 – Coach journey to see birthplace of the patron saint of the school Yordan Yovkov, Zheravna village used by Bulgarian resistance to hide soldiers and visit to an historic Black Sea costal town. 
Wednesday 7th March 2012 – Apologies from hosts for late start due to transport emergency
Apologies:- Belgium departs due to early return flight
Romania

· Contest organised for Comenius logo competition for 8th grade

· Both school and community active in the Comenius project

· Gratitude through Nature Our World Our People – looked at natures cycle
· 1st December – National Day, Grade 5 wrote messages in cards, thanking Romania
· Created house of matches to give thanks for having roofs over their heads
· Promoted tolerance and diversity through posters and acrostic poems
· Recognised, promoted and gave thanks through posters to Romanian inventors, mathematicians, (Mari Sorias) School – named after the Romanian writer, Museum of Literature 7th & 8th grades presented work to other classes
· Generosity – Made links with orphanage 6th December St Nicholas’ Day – children get presents in boots! – collected sweets, toys and clothes for children to give on this day
· Children visited disabled peers to help them make cards to celebrate

· Good Manners – worked in groups to discuss good and bad manners, wrote poems

· Year 2A adapted play (Mr Goe) about an ill-mannered boy

· In Romania it is good manners for a man to kiss a lady’s hand – learned through drama how to exemplify good manners

Italy

· Very large school in Roma represented 8 schools including Kindergarten, primary & secondary

· Primary explored all 3 areas first analysing everyday life at home & school and the needs to improve social skills

· Generosity-UNICEF project parents involved and  helped children make dolls for fundraising

· Children worked at mission for poor children

· A Day in the Future – older children worked with younger children

· Collected money at Christmas time for Tahiti victims – made posters, wrote letters, poems

· Save the Children project – conversations and discussion led to big rally/meeting in City Hall Square, red balloons represented that a life can be saved

· Gratitude – Wrote poetry in calligram style, prepared posters, made mosaic of rainbow of friendship, unusual books to present ideas
· Explored kindness through Christianity

· Best dinner lady diploma – voted and presented

· Good Manners – Day of Trees –  became “friends of trees”

· Collaborated with municipality of Roma, became the City of Good Manners (21st March is final exhibition of this work) aim to create a Good \manners Day in Roma

· Raised money for N Genoa town devastated in bad weather

· Secondary school pupils celebrated and thanked the inventors of our world

· Produced a 20 minute multimedia presentation project on friendship, in which the 3Gs are predominant
Lithuania
· Activities for 2 – 6 year olds

· Children taught gratitude and painted acts of gratitude and feelings expressed through different kinds of art work

· Drama Group worked with children on Good Manners & Politeness

· Christmas projects were used to teach about being thankful (gratitude) sharing gifts and especially food (generosity)

· Project taught both parents (lot of young mothers attending) and children to understand how to raise their children in kindergarten

· All were happy and thankful for our team for this project

Scotland

· Secondary Class Teacher had already presented Gratitude in Gran Canaria

· Good Manners – through Science Earth & Space project, using photos to assess manners, behaviour and communication – negotiating group work and recognising relationships when working

· Generosity – through International Education

· Children came up with own suggestions not just giving but caring about other countries

· Brainstormed ideas to make life fairer

· Used “Mary’s Meals” (website) now a worldwide charity – has a vision that every child receives a meal in their education
· Took part in East African appeal children researched and  made presentation and persuaded rest of school to join in fund raising for cause, citizenship values covered
· Open Day to celebrate their European community project with families
· Primary 1 sang the Comenius song and spoke about friendship

England
· Year 2 Class Teacher introduced her year group and spoke of the children’s cultural diversity and class background of children in group & school 
· That PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship Education) underpins the whole curriculum and regularly taught  throughout the school

· SEAL ( Social, Emotional Aspect of Learning) coupled with MR&A (Manners, Respect & Attitude) is addressed on a daily basis with a weekly theme in which team points and certificates are awarded to children for displaying good manners, respect and attitude to work and others

· Open Day for parents to share educational topics around Good Manners, Gratitude & Generosity
· Fundraising for local hall where children have orchestra club, “Phil the Bag” charity collection by children

· Inspirational Speakers – John Bird, founder of the BIG ISSUE spoke to school of his life’s struggle and how he encourages the homeless to help themselves through others generosity (Year 6 PowerPoint presentation)

· Grateful for support and encouragement, orchestral performance by Year 2 for parents & Head Teacher, Mrs Ross
Apologies:  Irish early depart to Sofia
Gran Canaria, Spain

· Explored the three areas through nature and stories

· “Generous Giraffe”, When the Snow Falls” & “Giving Tree”(-animated on Internet)  were rich resources for generosity and inspired art & craft work

· Research on Shel Silvestein analysed all the feelings experienced throughout the story, which compares with the cycle of  life

· English language taught through the project and discovered new manners and etiquette
Comenius Logo decision
· Spanish logo was chosen from all entries – displayed clarity and strength for reproduction when reduced

· incorporated all elements - rainbow, European, multicultural friends

Next Project – March, April & May
· “Respecting and Taking Care of the Environment”

· Including the 3 Rs - Reduce, reuse and recycle

· But not necessary to have three separate values as presentation/projects 
Meetings

Already scheduled – Scotland in May 2012 (Monday 28th, Tuesday 29th, & Wednesday30th) Flying home on Thursday
· Has 2 main airports; Glasgow and Edinburgh; being the capital city and best location for travel to the Elgin school venue 
· Aberdeen Airport is the nearest to the actual meeting venue as it is only 1hour on coach journey to venue but more expensive to fly to 

· Scottish host suggested fly to Glasgow or Edinburgh depending on convenience for various countries

· She will arrange/suggest hotel to stay in for Sunday night and for coach to pick up from hotels

· Duration of journey from Glasgow to Edinburgh is 45 – 60 minutes

· Coach journey to Elgin from Edinburgh is 2/3 hours

· Early booking of flights will get you better prices

· Louise will email all details 
Agreed/proposed future meetings
· It was decided that the last meeting should be in Roma, Italy in May of 2013

· Proposed that Belgium would be the venue for next Feb/March 2013 – 1hr from airport

· Istanbul, Turkey venue for the 2012 October meeting – school is in centre of town – school bus may be made available

· Further details to be decided upon in Scotland

· Angela emphasised the need for time to present children’s work so timings and scheduling visits should reflect this
Website
· We can now upload presentations to website

· Demonstration given how to from the homepage – name and password required

· Route: Comenius School Partnership            Meeting            Las Palmas/Slevin etc.
· Doing this will save presentation time and overcome compatibility problems

· Marie Antoinette will translate pages in to English but  CARICA = UPLOAD

· Most countries are using YouTube to upload to site but IS possible to upload direct from P.C
· We can now share news on Forum
· Send files via Angela

· Work can be uploaded to different categories

· Marie Antoinette will write out instructions and email to all countries

· She has chat line which is not private – use wisely!

Close meeting

All agreed topics were easy to implement

School Performance

Songs and plays performed by the talented, confident children of Yordan Yovkov School
to parents and representatives.
Close return to Sofia by coach
Minutes taken by Jan Avella, Herbert Morrison Primary School, London, England

